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RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES: We investigated the potential of manganese (III) mesoporphyrin (Mn-mesoporphyrin) as a hepatobiliary contrast agent for magnetic resonance (MR) imaging in rabbits given VX-2 carcinoma liver implants.
METHODS: Rabbits given VX-2 carcinoma liver implants (n = 8) were imaged before and after the intravenous (I.V.) administration of 0.04 mmol/kg Mn-mesoporphyrin. MR images were correlated with gross-specimen cross-sections. 
The distribution of Mn in various tissues following I.V. administration of 0.04 mmol/kg  

Mn-mesoporphyrin was determined using atomic absorption analysis. A standard panel of serum chemistries was followed over 7 days in six rabbits following this same dose of Mn-mesoporphyrin and compared with chemistries from two control rabbits. 
RESULTS: I.V. administration of 0.04 mmol/kg (25 mg/kg) Mn-mesoporphyrin resulted in improvement of tumor-to-liver contrast, with enhancement of normal liver (99.7 +/- 14.7%) and the gallbladder (442 +/- 116%), but not VX-2 tumor tissue (14.8 +/- 13.9%), (n = 8, p = .05).
Analysis of tissue Mn levels 100 min after I.V. Mn-mesoporphyrin injection demonstrated preferential distribution of Mn to normal liver tissue (57.8 +/- 15.3 micrograms Mn/g) compared with VX-2 tumor (4.28 +/- 1.48 micrograms Mn/g). 
No significant change was found in the serum chemistries of six normal rabbits over a 7-day period after the I.V. administration of 0.04mmol/kg Mn-mesoporphyrin. 
CONCLUSION: I.V. Mn-mesoporphyrin improved lesion-to-liver contrast because of preferential distribution of Mn-mesoporphyrin to normal liver parenchyma and bile.
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